
Important Information for New Owners

You will have been informed by your estate agent or solicitor
that the building you are purchasing is a ‘listed’ building.

This means that it is included in the List of Buildings of
Special Architectural or Historic Interest prepared by the
Secretary of State for Culture, Media & Sport. Under the
terms of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas) Act 1990 the implications for you as the property
owner are as follows:

1. A listed building may not be demolished or altered 
in any way unless you have first obtained Listed
Building Consent from the Borough.Applications
are determined by the Borough’s Planning
Committee, advised by its officers, after consultation
with English Heritage.

It should be particularly noted that Listed Building
Consent may be required for painting or re-painting
of the interior or exterior, if this would affect the
special interest of the building.

2. All grades of ‘listed’ buildings are equally protected.
The grade simply reflects the importance of the
building on a nationally adopted scale.

3. The whole of the building is protected.This specifically
includes interiors as well as exteriors and architectural
features and structures within the grounds.

4. It is a criminal offence to carry out works to a ‘listed’
building without Listed Building Consent.The
Borough may prosecute you for unauthorised work.

5. When Listed Building Consent is granted, conditions
may be imposed relating to the quality and detail 
of the work permitted. Failure to discharge such
conditions in advance of work being carried out 
may also result in legal action.

This does not necessarily mean that your building has
to be preserved exactly as it is now but it does mean
that alterations and extensions must be carried out in
a sympathetic manner using appropriate materials and
techniques.The Borough’s Conservation staff will be happy
to advise you and discuss any possible alterations or other
works you would like to do. Free advisory leaflets are available.

Detailed government advice on planning issues related 
to listed buildings, and on alterations, is contained in Planning
Policy Guidance Note 15 (PPG 15) ‘Planning and the
Historic Environment’.The Council’s Unitary Development
Plan contains Council policies relating to listed buildings.

*This is not intended as a definitive statement of the
relevant legislation. Solicitors should make this clear when
passing this note to owners.
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F U R T H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

Detailed information is contained in the following leaflets, available from
the Development and Street Scene Department.

Design Guidelines
1. Shopfronts and Shop Signs
2. Car Parking in Front Gardens
3 & 4. External Alterations to Houses 

and House Extensions (Combined leaflet).
5. Trees: Planting, Care & Landscape Design
6. Small Housing Sites
7. Siting of Satellite Dishes
8. Wildlife in Front Gardens
9. Nature Conservation & Development
10. Security by Design
11. Shopfront Security

Planning Information Leaflets
1. Conservation Areas
2. Listed Buildings (important information 

for new owners)
3. Historic Buildings
4. Historic Buildings, Maintenance and Repair
5. Trees: Legislation & Procedure
6. Buildings of Townscape Merit

Contact numbers at the 
London Borough of Richmond upon Thames

Development Control
E-mail: envprotection@richmond.gov.uk

Planning Support Centre for 
Development Control Inquires
Tel: 020 8891 7300

Environmental Health 
Tel: 020 8891 7892 

Building Control
Tel: 020 8891 7356/7357

Urban Design
Tel: 020 8891 7335/7941
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If you need this leaflet in Braille,

large print, audio tape, or another language,

please contact us 

on 020 88917322 or 

minicom 020 88316001

Civic Centre 44 York Street 

Twickenham TW1 3BZ

website:www.richmond.gov.uk

Farsi

Arabic

Punjabi

Reformatted with minor updates July 2005 
(First published November 1978)


