DESIGN GUIDELINES
WILDLIFE IN GARDENS
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wWirsdow B TYFICAL WILDLIFE GARDEN

This leaflet iz one of a saries on environmental imgues,
produced as supplamantary guidance to the Unitary De-
alopment Plan, It cutlines the main ways of encouraging
wildlife and nature conservation in gardens. K is not
intended as a detailed guide and some references for
further reading are given ai the end,

Al gardens can provide food and shalter to passing
wildlife, particularly when native plants are used, which in
fgeneral are morg attractive to wildlife a5 a source of food.
Wildlife will include, for example, birds, nsects including
bumnerfles, frogs and hogs. Fealures such as ponds
and watar, and shelters fof birds will 8126 have & valuable
rede. The main principles sre outlined balow. These prins
crples ara applicable ar all scales from & small patio 1o &
Ial[ra- %urdan. githough 1he dewsil of e approach will
differ. Gardening for neture consarvatbon can alse coaxig
wall with olher garden styles; it 5 ol nBcessary 1o
complately change the characteds of an axisting garden,
gnly 10 introduce one of two areas within it aimed a1
attracting wildlife. The contrast in style with more {ofmal
argas can be effective, providing a country atmosphere in
town, and & succession of colour, ;

Hatural spprasch can contrast well with other styles of planting
o, with more Tarmal landscape in Front ganden

PLANTING

Planuing attracts wildlife by providing shelter and food, and
native planis ganerally provide o better source of food than
introduced plants, although introduced plants high in
naciar or bearing lruit will also be of value, Opporunities
should be taken to plant hedges in addition to th provision
of hard boundaries (8.9, walls, fencingl 10 use elimbing
plants on buildings, walls and fencing, and to use planting
genarally rather than just paving and grass. Thede mea-
sures can alsogreatly improve the appearance of gardens,
and particularty front gardens.
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Lawns and Wildflowers

Opportunities should be taken to grow mini-meadows, and
these can coaxist happily by the side of close mown grass.
The closar mown grass is good for encouraging daisies and
provides an effective contrast to the longear grazs beyond.
Taller grass provides the right habitat for wild flowers, A
Iypical mowing regime for longer grass might invalve:
leaving some grass uncut until July, with another area left
uncut until September, 10 encourage late summer wild.
fiowers. The longer grass will provide an excellent habitat
tor butterflies and grasghoppers, With longer grass, leave
BOMME grags cuttings on the grass. 10 allow wildflower
seeds 1o fall back intothe sail. Rake off afier a wesk to avasd
soil fertility increasing, which will hinder wild fMower
growth. With a close-mown laven, delaying mowing from
mid-May will encourage daisies and plantains. Native
wildilower seeds are best sown in pots in |ate summer,
then planted in the ground when they are about 50mm tall,
or whan they can be easily handled. Dig out some bara
patches in the lawn beforehand. An alernative approach
is 1o buy ready made wild flower turl.
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Pond for wildlife

WATER

Introducing & water ared into the garden will greatly
ingrease s potential for anracting and Sustaining wikdlife,
This will include birds, Irogs, toads, and insects. i can ba
Quite simple to construct and can algo provide & pleasing
visual feature. Any area of water, even 8 emall conlsiner
on a patio. will be of some vaive. To construct 8 wildlite
pond, a sunny postion away from ovarhanging branches is
bast, with one side opan (grass or paving), and ona side
sheltered by long grass or shrubs. Edges should ba shallow
and genily shalving, with a depth where possible o abouwt 1
ratré at the centra, which will reduce the likelihood of
compléte irgezing. Attention should be paid to safety,
particularly in relation to children. Varying depths
wall allow ditferent types of plants to grow, from open
waler and floating plants at the centre to marginal and
marsh type planting on the perimater, A flexi wateT-
proof liner is usually used at the base, with about 100mm
subsail or zand and gravel on top of the lines, The use of
gravel and pabbles at the edges of ponds contrasts waell
with planting and waters. f possible wse rainwater 1o fill the
pend. Some mud could be transiered from an existing pond
which may contain larvee/eggs of other native r¢
crédtures. Since there are occasionsl infestaiions of vig-
orous pond weads, plesss seak sdvica firsl from the
Council’s Mature Conservation and Ecology Officer or
Landan Wildlife Trust.

An alternativie 1oa pond is 8 bog garden constructed with &
liner, water and peat-fres compost or similar materialks.




Many of the suggestions above will be of great value fo
birds, with hedges, trees and climbing planis providing
ideal nusti:&mtaa; the more common pasi-eating birds
include: Mackbirds, blee tits, great tits, rebins, starlings
and song thrushes. Nesi boxes located out of full Sun and
out of reach of cats and sguirrels may also be used, with
differant shaped openings attracting different birds. A bird
table is useful for feeding, and should be in 8 sheltered
position, but away from shrubs and trees which may
harbour cats, and visible from a window or vantage point in
the garden, It should include some water for drinkeng and
bathing. or this could be provided by & Separate bird-bath,

Floweers rich i nectar, amd nettle pﬂlﬂ'lﬂ’. auract bulber-
flies (see plants list), and these should be in 8 sunny
position. Hedgehog houses and bat boxes can also be
¢hm|‘r constructed, Furthér information 1% Ei‘llﬂﬂ 1 tha
refErances listed al the end,

Nest bowes for birds Ful bind 1aie in wnisible

Reduce or eliminate the use of CHEMICALS, They may
poison wildiile and worsen problems with pests by inter-
faring with the foad chain: for example, greenfly predators
may bae killed, resulting in a8 more serbous problem with
graanfly on roses elc. Methods which can be used 19
restrict weed growih include wsing 8 thick leyer of bark
chippings, gravel or similar material a5 8 mulch; ground
=0 ;?:nlmg io cower bare earth, and regular hoaing or
haned - weppding.

Use & COMPOST HEAP. Compost heaps can ba used for
most soft garden and kitchen vegetable waste, but not for
mat, fish or cooked vegelables, as this may encourage
ratg, Algo avoid putting seed heads in the compost heap.
Wool and linen will also rot down guickly. It is useful to
hawve two containers, allowing the second one to be built up
as the first decomposes. Containers can be bought, or they
can be easily congtructed from wood or other materials, An
ideal size iz 1 metre high 1 mitre wide, Ventilation
should be made 10 the si a home made container and
the top covared L prevent th compost Becoming teo wel,
The compost heap will attract ogs, and insects
which will in turn attract other wildlife. The compost will
provide a good source of 2oil enrichment for planting trees,
shrubs and perennial plants, and a mulch batweesn plants
10 SUppress waeds coniain motsiura. The compost can
be used whan it has decompoasad sufficiently 1o make the
coftiEnts unrecognisable.

Files of logs and stones are
Attractned bo wildlile and look goesd

Trees, shrubs, hedges, climbers
and perennial plants

A selective list of ndtive and other plants i given at the end
of this leaflel

TREES: try 1o include at laast ong tree a5 this will gnoe focus
to thia an; native irees provide & magor source of food
for wildlife. They uuppliy food lor |arge numbers of iInsects,
which in turn provide food for ather animals, producing &
food chain. Large trees should not be planted close to
buildings bacause of possible damage from roots and
overshadosving, YAl s

A tidsl Wil prowede & locus

HEDGES: these are particularly beneficial to wildlife as
Thﬂ'l'lll'ﬂ'l'l'ﬂﬂ nesting argas and sheler, They should be
considered for boundary treatment, either a5 an aktter-
native 1o of in conjunction with walls, fences or railings. A
mqﬂuglhudw consisting mainky of hawthorn is particularly
su |

Consider hadges a3 boundary treaiment

CLIMBING PLANTS: thesa ara usaful for the same reasan,
are 8 valuable food source for birds and insecis, and 1ake
up lintle space on the ground. They are also of great valua
visually in covering walls, outbuildings, and pergolas, and
may effectively screen ugly features,

Speed of growth will vary, and the range of climbing plants
includes both deciduous and evergreen, vy is a valuabla
food source for birds and insedts: however, care should ba
taken with ivy on buildings, where it may damage brick-
weork, and is best avabded on historic buildings, Alermative
climbing plants are given in the plants lis1.

Climbing plams aro of great wse Both viswalby and for wildiite

SHRUBS & PEREMNIAL PLANTS: these can form a tran-
sition batwaen grass areas and ress and give structune b
lmirﬁn. Berrying shrubs will provide a good source of
food. Shrubs with thorns are particularly valuable as safe
nisting sites.

CONTAINER PLANTING: containers are particularly wal-
uakde wheere there ang little or no opportunities for planting
in the ground, perhaps where only a balcony or window-
gill i awvailable. A wide range of plants are suitable,
particularly plants high in nectar to attract butterflies, and
less vigourous elimbing plants, Containirs will require
frequent watering.



SELECTIVE PLANTS LIST
Spaca only parmits an indication of the possible rangs of

planting.

MATIVE" TREES

Aldgr

Birch

Native cherry
Crab apple
Feeld maple
Rerwran
Whitebeam

Ah
Bepch
Harmbaam
Olak

HEDGES

Baech
Drogresacd
Hawibgmn
el
Hally
Harnbeam
Field maple
Wild privet
fioas
Gualter rode
Pussy willew

CLIMBING PLANTS
Clamaiis

Virginia creeper

Latin nama Size
{if ditfgrent)

Alnus ghitingsa K1
Betula penduly K
Prunus avium M
Malus syfvesiris 3

Sorbus Sucupariy 55M
Sevbus ana S5M

I.:rmm BECHEr t
agus sylvatica

Carpinus berulus L
Ouercus robur L

Fagus sylvatica
Cormus .
Cratasgus monogyma
Corylus avaliana
Nex aguifolium
Carpinges bdwlug
Agwr campaiire
Ligustrum vulgare
Raza caning
Viburrum spulus
Salm caprea

mainly non-native

Lonicara

Hismirus lupulus )
Hydranges petralarns MO -nabive
Hedera heahx

JEeminium non-native
Parthenocissus non-natie

SHAUBS / PERENMIALS / ANNUALS attractive 10 butberflies [in
addisan 10 native wildflowers listed below; these plams are

iy Fin-nate ).

Butterfly bush Buddisia

Caldornaan litac Ceancthus

Lavendar Lavandurla

Bergania

ice plant Sedurn

Primross Friemanla

Conaflower Rudbeckia

ﬂi‘_l"ilﬂlhlml.lm )

ictrope HedigtropLam

Marigokd Calenduls

Sunfigwer Helianthus

Werbena

SHALUBS WITH BERRIES

Barbarry Barhavis

Catoneasier

E Sambucus migrd
Lomicara

Firathoen Pyracanihi h "

Wiburnum

HATIVE WILDFLOWERS

Spring meadow:

ip Emm}ﬂl VBTIS

Diaisy i peranis

Speadell Vercieea chamaednys

Summar meadow. |

Caye daisy Leucanthermim wulgare

K Centaurea

Ranuncilus acris

.u.m {Sceme non-natneek
ica

Amﬁl

Crane’s bill

Forget-me-not

Holhthotk

Honesay .
Michaglmas daisy

Hesnwan
Spiked wabter miical

Floating:
Amphibicus bistort
Fringed water lily

Emargent;

B red
Flowmring rugh
Lesser regdmace

Marginal

Wimter fanget-me-nol
Water mint

Waner plamain

bAarsh plants:
Marsh marigokd
Meadowsweal
Purple leosesiride

CRaramiLm
Myosalis
Althaes
Luimarg
Aster

Antirrhinum
Helignthus

Potamogeton crispus
Ceralophylium demersum
Myriophyllum spicatum

Palyganuwm amphibism
Nymphags peltara

HHINTY Ergcium
Buramus wmballatus
Typha latifolia

Myosoris soorpigides
Meniha aquaiica
Alisma plantags-aquanca

Caltha patusares

Fitipsndwla uimans
Lythrum salearna

* The term “native” refers to plans of losal arsgin, B85 opposed 1o
those which have been inroduced to Ehis couniry.
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